e UHATS ADISARLED-EACILITES CRANT.(DEG)?  THE ROLE OF THE OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST

s D i grant that-ieprovided by the-local authority tohelpmeet theneed = \n Ocupational Therapist (OT) is needed to assess and recommend any
aptations, they will establlsh If the adaptations are necessary and

m—=gf 9disabled ‘person"by adapting 3 propertytoenablethedisabled person-to——————————
_NWMWWHWﬁ_——Wmﬁﬂﬂo establish |f the works are practical and reasonable is not the

jrrent limit of a Dra is 25,000 The 6l 3uthorit] can give
jiscretionary payment to meet any short fall.
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s\ an-be-applied-for-if-you-are-disabled -or-someone living-in-the-propert
_W%m (ollege of Il«upatmnal Therapist Specialist Section in tousing (COTSSH) was

e @stablished in 199t to address the need to link all British 0Ts working in both

e e person is either-the owner-or-the tenant including licensees of the = urpose built housing and the adaptation of existing properties (Bull, 1998).
P:

specialist section is a group of 0Ts, students, support workers and other
¢ disabled person intends to (ives in the property for the grant condtic nﬂmdualquho have an interest in @ similar area of work and work to

veriod, which is currently five years; this period may be shorter, depending on promote this area (College of Occupational Therapists, 200 ).
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e 0T process will commence with the initial assessment, the client will need
e OTs skills in breaking down the activities of daily living and devise an

In egven ion that will help them to regain their home and resume their life
(lutton et al, 200 ).
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WEARNESSES OF THE DEG

~  The maximum amount of a DTG, which is £25,000, is not sufficient in most
__ area to provide an extension, the adaptation that is most frequently required
~for severely disabled people.

» (0-operation of housing staff and occupationa imw!ﬁ problem solving _
e 3pproaches by builders and professionals and the work of the tlome * |n 2003-1, 7% of all housing authorities had insufficient fund to meet their

DG applications.

el Mprovement Agencies CHIA).

_e.fmstmq.stmdur.es.that.allow.for.the.development.nf.qondunnovatwe—g o There is, in some areas, a serious shortage of community 0.'s to complete the
e ractice,for-example-use of the DFG for-re-location (0Brien,200't) oo required assessments.

* Information to service users and potential service users is mostly extremely
poor, for fear that their needs annot be meet.

* There is a sever shortage of housing stock suitable for re-housing as an
~ dlternative to adaptations. A wait of three years or more would be likely in
~ 70%of all authorities (ODPA, 200 ).
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